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instruction that he should uncover it at night. When this was done
the sick all rose from their beds with their fevers completely gone.
They said that Lung-chu had come into the room with a moonlike
object in his hand and that its light had chilled them like ice and
driven away their fevers. Since it did not occur to me that this
service would cause the mirror any harm, while it might save a
multitude of people, I instructed Lung-chu to take the ^mirror and
turn its magic emanations on the other people in the district who
were afflicted, but that night the mirror made a strange, chilly, and
penetrating noise and did not stop for a long while. In the morning
Lung-chu came to me and said, "I dreamed last night that I was
visited by a man with the head of a dragon and the body of a snake,
wearing a red hat and a purple robe. He told n\e that his name was
Purple Gem and that he was the spirit of the mirror. 'I have come
to you/ he said, 'because I have just been of assistance to your
household. Please tell Mr. Wang for me that the people have been
visited with sickness as a penalty of Heaven and that he should
not make me cure them contrary to the Higher Will. Moreover,
the sickness will pass of itself in a few months; why should he set
me this task?'" I complied with the request, and indeed in a month
or so all those who were stricken gradually recovered, just as the
spirit of the mirror had said.
In the tenth year of Ta Yeh my brother Chi resigned from his
position as assistant magistrate of Liuho and decided to embark
upon a tour of the mountains and rivers of the empire. I tried to
dissuade him from the project as there were signs of disturbed times
to come, but in vain. He asked me to lend him the mirror for his
protection. This I gladly did. He was gone for a long time and did
not return to Changan until the sixth month of the thirteenth year
of Ta Yeh. "The mirror was indeed a marvelous object," he told
me and went on to tell of the wonder that it had wrought and of
the animal spirits that it had exposed.7 "Then," he concluded,
"I met the retired scholar Su Pin of Lushan, a man of profound
erudition and with a gift for prognostication of things to come./A
.**
71 have omitted these incidents as they add nothing to the magical prowess of
the mirror.